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News and Events

State of the University is A-OK
The walls of Sherman Hall bulged from the capacity crowd gathered to hear President Maimon’s State of the
University address during Convocation last Thursday.
Prior to the President’s remarks, students, faculty, and staff we’re greeted with comments from Provost Hudak;
Paul Blobaum, President of the Faculty Senate; Kathy Miller, President of the Civil Service Senate; and Adam
Taylor, President of the Student Senate.
In her address, Dr. Maimon recognized the positive momentum on campus. She discussed past and ongoing
projects that are helping to improve the university’s teaching and learning environment including the parking
lot repaving, classroom remodeling, and expanded shuttle service. She addressed enrollment increases,
Springfield’s languishing capital budget, and the possibility of changing the academic calendar to coincide
with other state universities and our partner community colleges.
Many hard working individuals and committees were recognized during Convocation. Martha Hellman of the
College of Education and Associate Provost Peggy Woodard were honored as co-winners of the 2008 Baysore
Award, GSU’s top employee recognition. Both individuals have dedicated themselves tirelessly to the
university.
Diane Nadler of the University Library won the Winter 2008 and Academic Year 2007-2008 award for best
“Why Not?” submission. She suggested the implementation of a university-wide online calendar. Jean Malloy
of Institutional Advancement was recognized for the best Spring/Summer 2008 suggestion – flexible work
schedules to assist with the current parking situation.
Related to Diane Nadler’s “Why Not?” submission, Dr. Maimon presented some of the R25 implementation
team members with certificates, noting their quick work in completing implementation of the calendar system.
President Maimon closed by asking the audience to honor the university’s tradition of innovation, social
justice, and service.

Live a Creative Life
Personal creativity and living a creative life are explored in a special presentation led by Jeff Stevenson of the
art faculty and Geoffrey Bates, director of the Nathan Manilow Sculpture Park. The presentation is on
Wednesday, September 24, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. in Engbretson Hall.

Stevenson and Bates will explore the benefits of creative thinking and its application in real life situations.
Creativity is not just for artists. It is a learned behavior that can be applied to any life, to any profession, or in
any circumstance.
The presentation includes insights through individual and group exercises, information from various sources
and studies, and examples from creatively lived lives. It is designed to help individuals, from any walk of life,
create a more rewarding and richer life experience.
The event is free and open to the public and sponsored by ArtForum, Student Life Unit, and the College of
Arts and Sciences. For more information contact Jeff Stevenson at 773.398.5756.

Constitution, Citizenship, and Voting Rights
As part of GSU’s observance of Constitution Day, there will be a community forum on The Constitution,
Citizenship, and Voting Rights on Wednesday September 17, from 3 to 4:30 p.m., in the Sherman Recital
Hall.
Colleen Connell, ACLU Executive Director, will be the guest speaker. Dr. Larry Levinson of CAS will
moderate the discussion. There will also be voter registrars present. The last day to register for the November 4
election is fast approaching.

Employment Opportunities
GSU’s CenterPoint for Entrepreneurs will provide students with a special opportunity to meet with
representatives from Peddinghaus Corporation in Bradley, Illinois. With annual sales of over $150 million
dollars, it is one of the largest and most successful manufacturing companies in the Bradley/Bourbonnais area.
CenterPoint recently assisted Peddinghaus in identifying global suppliers of key component for its newest
fabrication machine. The machine will be unveiled to an international audience at the company’s annual
Oktoberfest open house event.
Peddinghaus and CenterPoint have worked together to provide GSU students with an opportunity to explore
career opportunities with the manufacturer during the event on Thursday, September 25.
Interested students should contact Dashan Cui at the CenterPoint Global Trade Center by Wednesday,
September 17.

Play the “Stump-da-Chump” Game
Join us for the next CUG Jenzabar CX 8.1 workshop where we’ll offer a demo of the CX 8.1 user interface and
we’ll play “Stump-da-Chump”. Your chump for the day will be Nick Battaglia of CE, so bring your best
chump-stumping questions. We’ll on Friday, September 19, from 11a.m. until noon, in the ACS Lab, room
D2430. Space is limited, so make sure to pre-register at gsunet/cug. See you there!

Arts and Crafts Fair
On Wednesday and Thursday, September 24 and 25, from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. in the Hall of Governors, the Civil
Service Senate will again sponsor an annual Arts and Crafts Fair.
Vendor spaces are still available and there is a discount for GSU employees who participate as vendors.
Vendor set up time is 9 a.m. each morning.
This is a great opportunity for vendors to showcase their products and for shoppers to fill their holiday gift list.
For more information contact Blondia Jasper at x4360.

New Trimester First Friday
All faculty and staff are invited to attend the First Friday Social Hour of the Fall Trimester on Friday, October
3, from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m., on the University Library balcony. This event is sponsored by the Office of the
Provost, the School of Extended Learning, and the University Library.
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